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Artist John Henry's Te-
quila Sunrise, pictured
along the Baker Muse-
um Sculpture Gardens.
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Southwest Florida artists turn
metallic material into sculptures,
salvaged treasures and
striking works of art

BY CASEY BRADLEY GENT

Florida Weekly Correspondent

F YOU GOOGLE SEARCH A
topic like “metal artist,” Goo-
gle may provide you with an
answer along the lines of: Me-
tallica or ACDC. And, if the
metal you are looking for is
indeed musical, this Google
answer will suffice. However,
for folks who are interested
in the tangible arts of metal,
be it burning, forming or painting
metals, including steel and alumi-
num, then the Google search you

CASEY BRADLEY GENT/
FLORIDA WEEKLY
Asculpture designed
by Jason Sanders.

are looking for may be a bit harder
to dial in.

SEE METAL, A20 »

Fairytales collide in “Into the Woods”

Players Circle Theater takes audiences beyond a ‘happily ever after’

BY JENNIFER THOMAS

Florida Weekly Correspondent

Journey into the woods for an
adult-fairytale mashup of familiar and
cherished childhood favorite stories,
but with a twist. What happens after the
happily ever after occurs? Players Circle
Theater is producing “Into the Woods”, a
musical with music and lyrics by Stephen
Sondheim and a book by James Lapine.

This three-time Tony Award-winning
musical premiered on Broadway in 1987.
It cleverly intertwines several familiar
fairy tales, including Cinderella, Little

Red Riding Hood, Jack and the Bean-
stalk, Rapunzel and the Baker and his
Wife, into one inter-
connected story.
According to the
show’s Director and
the theater’s Director
of Education, Kim-
berly Suskind, “Into
the Woods explores
the familiar fairy
tales you know (Lit-
tle Red Riding Hood,
Jack & the Beanstalk, Cinderella, etc.) all
happening at the same time,” she contin-

SUSKIND

ued. “The stories interweave and what
begins light and magical turns deeper
and more emotional as the characters
learn what happens after they get their
happily ever after”

A North Fort Myers graduate and in-
coming freshman at Florida Southern Col-
lege, Emma Kane portrays Cinderella.

Kane explained she approached play-
ing the Cinderella character by focusing
on her kindness toward the beginning of
the show and finding the good in every
character, no matter what their cruelty

SEE INTO THE WOODS, A14 »
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Paige Howard and Gavin Ott who play the Baker
and the Baker’s Wife.
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toward this iconic heroine.

“As the show continues, Cinderella
keeps this trait whilst also being placed
in a high-stakes situation: facing a giant,”
Kane described. “I made sure to show
her strength and independence along-
side caring for the other characters that
she becomes fond of”

Portraying the Baker's Wife is Paige
Howard, a Fort-Myers resident who at-
tends Florida Southern College.

“The thing that drew me to the Baker’s
Wife is how smart she is” she said. “In
the first act she gets to be very resource-
ful, and quick-witted and there’s a lot of
comedic moments that come from that,
but underneath that, all of the issues and
questions that she is working through in
the show feel very real, and are questions
that I have asked myself like, what makes
a person good, and what can we do to
give life a meaning?”

Grace Duncan, a Punta Gorda resident
and Florida Gulf Coast University musi-
cal theatre major, plays the Witch, who
can be intimidating, funny, protective
and vulnerable and at times all of these
in the same scene.

“I hope audiences get to see, though
she can be cruel, that the Witch is a com-
plex woman who has been wronged in
the past,” Duncan said. “Due to being
punished and cursed herself, it changes
her perspective about the world, and she
now sees it as unforgiving and something
that takes innocence and good things
away. The Witch wants to keep control
over what she still has. She is very hu-
man and represents what it is like to be
a mother that does not want to lose her
child, but battles with her need for con-
trol and not letting go.”

Beyond happily ever after
Audiences very well might know these
fairy tales individually, but this musical
turns them into something much deeper.
“At its heart, [ believe ‘Into the Woods’
is a morality tale. It's a message to be
careful what you wish for because you
may have to live with the consequences,”

Emma Kane as Cinderella.

The cast of Players Circle’s “Into the Woods.”

Suskind believes. “The characters learn
that reaching and achieving unrealistic
and extravagant wishes may not be exact-
ly what they actually wanted, that there is
no such thing as a perfect ‘Happily ever
after. They start to appreciate the hu-
man, messy, yet beautiful side of life. In
the song ‘Children Will Listen, ‘Into the
Woods™ also reminds the audience that
our words and actions help to shape the
future generations.”

The prologue sets up all of the fairytale
stories and gives the audience a sense of
what they are about to experience, Sus-
kind believes.

An overarching theme of lessons for
the characters to learn during their re-
spective journeys is present.

“They (characters) learn that perfect
isn't fulfilling, actions have consequenc-
es, no one is truly alone, people are not
either all good or all bad, life is compli-
cated Suskind explained. “I think it’s
clear that all of these lessons are univer-
sally applicable”

Howard says the thing that she really
adores about “Into the Woods” is how
big the show feels. “Every character feels
fully formed, and every song and scene
is filled with tiny details that make the
show more interesting, and it’s been a re-
ally rewarding challenge to get to discov-
er all of those details and bring them to
life,” she added.

As audiences will witness, the second act
of this Tony Award-winning musical is very
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different from Act One. Suskind described
how the cast is preparing for this emotional
transition during rehearsals.

“We have been talking a lot about
the depth of these characters. Stephen
Sondheim brilliantly writes what are
usually two-dimensional characters and
makes them into real people with hopes
and flaws,” she described. “We have been
talking about the objectives of each of the
individual characters and the lengths they
will go to get what they want. The first act
centers on the characters achieving, and
the second act centers on the consequenc-
es of their choices”

In the musical, one of Cinderella’s big-
gest struggles is deciding what she truly
wants, and Kane described how she con-
nects with her character to bring her to life
on the stage.

“The moment I connect with most per-
sonally is the song ‘No one is Alone’ which
I would consider the resolution of the
show where the giant is being defeated,
and Cinderella takes initiative in both fac-
ing the giant and caring for the children,
she reflects. “Throughout the show, Cin-
derella struggles with deciding what she
truly wants but what she is meant to do
seems to suddenly become clear during
this number. I recently had to decide what
I want in terms of college and my future.
The answer became clear when I started
being authentically myself and doing what
Ilove, which is musical theatre.

Synonymous with the musical theater
genre, Sondheim is a legend, but with fa-
mously complex music and lyrics.

“There is nothing quite like learning
a Stephen Sondheim score! These stu-
dents have really stepped up to the plate
and have worked very hard to learn this
difficult music. Stephen Sondheim’s mu-
sic is not complex just to be complex; he
writes in real thought patterns that mirror
the character’s subtext and journey,” Sus-
kind described. “We are lucky to have Roz
Metcalf as our Music Director. She has
meticulously gone through the score and
worked with the cast members to make
them feel confident and comfortable with
the difficult music. The magic is what hap-
pens when the cast gets all of the rhythms,
harmonies and melodies correct! They see
their hard work pay off and start to under-
stand the brilliance of Sondheim.”

The most challenging musical scene for
Kane to perform is “On the Steps of the
Palace as she says this number is what
I would consider the most challenging
musical and emotional number for me to
perform.”

This piece is very complex musically
with all of the changes in time signatures,
which match the changes in Cinderella’s
emotions throughout the song, Kane adds.

“Stephen Sondheim, the composer, is a
genius in this aspect and loves to have the
music match the character’s feelings and
situation, which makes the music more
fun despite its difficulty” Kane believes.
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“What makes this piece emotionally dif-
ficult is all of the different acting beats
throughout the song. I really have to think
deeply about what is being said and what
leads Cinderella to say and think each
thing so that my face and body language
portray that”

Howard’s favorite song to perform is
“Maybe They’re Magic” because she says,
“It was such a challenge to figure out what
was going on internally during that song.
The Baker’s Wife is questioning her own
actions, while trying to convince both
herself and her husband that she made the
right decision,” she continues. “The song
is packed with sincere questions, jokes,
and wordplay, and it only 1 about a
minute, so it was really interesting to go in
and dissect every line.”

In this musical, the Witch has some of
the show’s most demanding songs.

“I believe the biggest challenge for these
songs and performing them is to find the
deeper truth within them. I have contin-
ued to work on how I can show more than
just an evil, mean witch that (other) char-
acters fear;” Duncan explained. “There is a
necessary focus on the questions she asks
throughout her songs, especially during the
song ‘Stay with Me! There are tender mo-
ments in her songs that show a vulnerabil-
ity, love, and fear she shows almost only to
Rapunzel. I think this level of honest acting
is quite a challenge, but it is so fun and fas-
cinating to understand and interpret”

Duncan’s favorite scene in the musical
is the ending song, “Finale: Children Will
Listen.” “This song is such a beautiful end-
ing that brings all of the fairytales together
for a gorgeous final message,” she reflected.
“The lyrics ‘Careful the wish you make/
Wishes are children/Careful the path they
take/Wishes come true, not free¢' always
bring me to tears, even just reading the lyr-
ics”

This production is a student-led cast,
and Suskind believes selecting “Into the
Woods” as part of the theater’s season forti-
fies its overall mission.

“I wanted to pick a production that
would challenge our students. Players Cir-
cle Studio is a pre-professional training
program and ‘Into the Woods’ forces these
actors to think beyond the words and lyr-
ics. It deepens their abilities as actors and
makes them ask difficult questions,” she
believes. “Since the first rehearsal, they
have been working on character anal-
ysis sheets and discovering where and
when their characters may shift tactics
and objectives. None of the characters are
two-dimensional, and it forces the actors
to work together and push beyond their
comfort zones.”

Duncan describes her character devel-
opment for the Witch. “My interpretation
of the Witch has taken great inspiration
from previous performances of this role,”
Duncan reflected.

“But outside of rehearsal, I have read
through the script and annotated it
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throughout with my own thoughts and
feelings. Thanks to our amazing direc-
tor, Kimberly Suskind, we were given
character analysis sheets to further dive
into those objectives, the ‘whys’ behind
it, what stands in their way, how they go
about achieving their goals, and what the
consequences and lessons that follow,” she
continues. “It helps the cast, as perform-
ers, to round out our characters and real-
ize that each and every one of us portrays
such deep, complicated characters.”

A timeless story

“Into the Woods” continues to resonate
with audiences nearly 40 years after it first
premiered.

“I believe the brilliance of ‘Into the
Woods' will always feel relevant as these
lessons and explorations into the human
condition will forever be something that
resonates with audiences of all ages. It’s
also one of the rare musicals that truly of-
fers something for everyone,” Suskind de-
scribes. ildren will be enchanted by the
beloved fairy tale characters, magical mo-
ments, and adventurous journey through
the woods. Meanwhile, teens and adults
will appreciate Sondheim's brilliant wit,
laugh at the clever comedy, and be deeply
moved by the show’s powerful themes of
family, loss, love, responsibility, and hope”

For Kane, she resonates most strongly
with the themes of a lack of simple morali-
ty and a happily ever after, and she believes
the audience will also connect with these.

“The characters in the story don't get
the same endings that they did in the
fairytales,” Kane explains. “Instead, their
endings are more human and realistic,
filled with responsibility and loss. Their
motives, such as those of heroes, are not
so black and white. Even Prince Charm-
ing acts selfishly. I think that this will real-

Julie Bowser who plays Jack.
ly have an impact on the audience as it has
left an impact on me?”

The Baker’s Wife character makes
choices that audiences often discuss af-
ter the curtain comes down and How-
ard hopes post-show conversations are
sparked.

“I hope those moments make people
question what their definition of ‘good’
is, and I hope they see the decisions that
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my character makes, and how she justifies
them to herself, and think about the ways
that they may be doing that in their own
lives, and how they are really affecting
other people,” she added.

Duncan believes the biggest takeaways
of the musical for the audience are still rel-
evant for audiences today.

“The biggest takeaways for this musical
are to be careful when trying to get what

you wish for and understand the possi-
ble outcomes and consequences that may
bring, the affect these stories and lessons
you have learned from in the past bring
upon not just you but those younger and
beginning to experience life (as beauti-
fully said in the final song ‘Children Will
Listen’), and there are always going to be
bumps in the road and scary obstacles,
but you must bravely go through that
uncertainty anyways to make progress in
your own journeys,” she explains.

The Players Circle Theater’s produc-
tion of Into the Woods features per-
formers ages 14 through 23 in Stephen
Sondheim and James Lapine’s beloved
musical, but their work extends well be-
yond the spotlight.

“Students help construct scenery, build
props, alter costumes, assist backstage,
work as technical interns, and learn ev-
ery aspect of what it takes to produce
professional live theater,” as noted in the
press release. “The experience is designed
to give them an appreciation for every
role that brings a production to life”

Whether you're introducing a child to
live theater or you're a lifelong musical
theater fan, “Into the Woods” delivers an
unforgettable experience, Suskind added.
“It’s the perfect show for families to enjoy
together because every generation walks
away entertained and every generation
discovers something different to love” B

In the KNOW

Into the Woods

+ When: July 30 through Aug. 9

- Where: Players Circle Theater,
13211 McGregor Blivd., Fort Myers

« More Info: http://playerscirclethe-
ater.com/ or 239-800-3292
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Glam, Gourmet, Grappa, Groove On
With its eclectic mix of shops, boutiques,
salons, and eateries, there's never been a
better time to get yours at The Promenade!

— at Bonita Bay —
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26795-26851 South Bay Drive
Bonita Springs, FL34134 Q@ Q0O ®

Visit PromenadeShops.com for store info and events!
Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday, CLOSED | Restaurant Hours Vary
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Kelly Hunt and Sara Morgan have joined forces

as Of a Feather, an Americana duo blending
haunting harmonies, bold songwriting,
Southern rock, country, folk and roots music.

DISNEY’S FROZEN | The Broadway Musical | Theatre | Jul 17m—26m

MARK SANDERS | Broadway Summer Nights with Phil Hinton | Cabaret | Jul 25m

ZACHARY BARTHOLOMEW | A Tribute to The Art of the Trio | Jazz | Aug 13m

JIM LAUDERDALE | Two-time Grammy Award-winner | Americana | Aug 14m

JOHNNY ROGERS | The History of Rock 'N' Roll: Oldies | Tribute | Aug21st
Your Order with
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FOR TICKETS, visit ARTSBONITA.ORG or call 239.495.8989
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